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CONFERENCE OF CHARITIES AND CORRECTION 

diversions offered being the cheap dance hall, vaudeville, from which transition 
to the bar and nearby dive is very easy. In that event it clearly is up to the 
city to tear down the buildings and clean a space for a recreation center. Take 
Atlanta for example: Hundreds of arrests are made in a very limited area in 
and around Decatur street. The section mentioned is the negro playground. 
Saturday afternoon and night the colored population crowd the sidewalks so as 
to render them almost impassable. There are thirty-seven negro beer saloons, 
there are four blood and thunder places, and twenty odd houses of ill fame- 
all within five or six blocks. That is absolutely all the city offers the colored 
people by way of recreation. I dare say such conditions are not the rule only 
here. On Collins street, the police tell me, it is as much as a man's life is 
worth to go through there at night. If an arc lamp is worth eight policemen, a 
well supervised park is worth fifty. The United Cigar Stores choose locations 
for their stores by counting the number of people passing a particular site. A 
city ought to distribute its police according to the location of vice centers, ar- 
riving at this location by the number of arrests made in a given locality. Statis- 
tics thus gathered by the police may point out other needs in the city's adminis- 
tration. By making the man the case, recidivism can be checked because his 
record card will bring to light underlying causes and the operation of the police 
magistrate's sentence upon that cause. If he comes back it may be concluded 
that the effect of this sentence was not beneficial. In that way reform need 
not go groping about in darkness and suffer a set-back because of a mis-step. 
The facts will be on hand. Official statistics can be adduced to show the neces- 
sity for an inebriate farm, more play grounds, a cure for those addicted to the 
drug habit, an indeterminate sentence, greater discretionary powers vested in 
the police magistrate, more manual training in the schools, or an institution to 
confine the confirmed prostitute. The result of the system is knowledge. When 
that is attained reforms will plead their own cause, and the police, who now 
glory in the terror they can inspire, will learn to choose the better part, the re- 
deemed manhood and womanhood of those they now terrorize. When that hap- 
pens, the blue-coat will in verity be "the finest," a tower of strength, whose 
strength is spent to make others strong." Philip Weltner, 

General Secretary of the Prison Association of Georgia, Atlanta. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Illinois Conference of Charities and Correction. — The growing interest 
in problems of research and social service was well indicated in the annual 
Illinois Conference of Charities and Correction, held at Rockford, October 
11-14. For eighteen years this organization has been a free forum for the 
discussion of preventive and corrective problems. It is held under the 
fostering care of the state, the expense being met by the State Charities 
Commission, and the officers and committees are composed of active social 
workers in the state service and in voluntary agencies. 

Formerly the conference awakened very little interest in the state or 
in the community which had invited its annual gatherings. Greater response 
has been shown in the past three years, however, and this was pronounced 
by many the best conference ever held. It may be helpful to other states 
to give three or four factors which contributed to this result. In the first 
place, the committees were at work throughout the year. F. Emory Lyon, 
who was elected president at the last meeting, had told the conference he 
believed' active work should be continuous. Accordingly, the Executive 
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Committee was called together early in January, and the program outlined. 
The secretary, Mr. A. L. Bowen, proceeded in his efforts to secure the best 
speakers from all parts of the country. The program shows that one or more 
of the experts in each line of social service was provided and present at 
each of the sessions. Among these may be mentioned Dr. Lightner Witmer, 
Dr. Hastings H. Hart, Dr. Katherine B. Davis, Owen R. Lovejoy, Dr. 
Arthur Holmes, Dr. Graham Taylor and Dr. John Webster Melody, to- 
gether with Governor Dunne. 

This array of "talent" was offered to the public of Rockford in an 
attractively designed program, and interspersed with the very best music 
any community could offer, coupled with the high degree of intelligent 
interest in the community, resulted in large audiences, and much enthusi- 
asm at all the sessions. Lively discussion was awakened at the last session 
by a debate on the question: "Should Sex Hygiene Be Taught in the 
Schools?" 

Altogether, the meeting seemed much like a national conference, with 
the secretary and president of that body as speakers. Or, better still, one 
felt that the civic community had gathered for counsel, since the chief 
executive was ably supported by a full representation of his board of 
administration, the State Charities Commission, and the State Civil Service 
Commission. Few platitudes were indulged in, and all speaker? showed a 
disposition to deal with vital issues of prevention and correction. 

In its growing strength the conference proposes to become more and 
more a missionary body. In response to an urgent call from La Salle, 
Illinois, saying "We need you,'" the next meeting will be held in that 
Cherry mine region of factories and farms, where poverty and plenty dwell 
in close proximity. Dr. Emil G. Hirsch was chosen president, and will lead 
his host of social workers to the mount of greater achievement during the 
coming year. 

Emory F. Lyon, Supt. Central Howard Association, Chicago. 

The Buffalo Conferences on Education of Special Classes and Probation. 
—The Tenth Annual Conference on the education of Backward, Truant, De- 
linquent and Dependent children, and the Fifth Annual Conference of the 
National Probation Association were held in Buffalo, N. Y., August 25th, 
27th and 28th. 

The annual meetings of these two organizations have heretofore been held 
in conjunction with the National Conference of Charities and Corrections, 
usually just preceding the meetings of the last named body. This year a suf- 
ficient number of the members of the two bodies were not able to make the 
long trip to Seattle to meet with the larger body, and it was decided to hold 
the annual conference in Buffalo. As a result of this arrangement the at- 
tendance was not so large as usual. Many of those who formerly attended 
the National Conference of Charities and Correction, and one or both of the 
others, this year went to Seattle to the former. While the meetings were 
smaller, it gave greater opportunity for open and free discussion, with a 
chance for all present who cared to participate. With many of the country's 
recognized authorities on the subjects under discussion present, the meetings 
were declared by all as most interesting and profitable. The interests of these 
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